
 

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 17TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR BROWARD 

COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

CASE NO:   

 
 
ERIN JESUS individually and as parent 

and natural guardian of her minor son 

ELIJAH JESUS, 

 

Plaintiff, 

 

vs. 

 

NORTH BROWARD HOSPITAL 

DISTRICT d/b/a BROWARD HEALTH 

MEDICAL CENTER; 

PEDIATRIX MEDICAL GROUP OF 

FLORIDA, INC., 

JAQUELINE MACHADO, MD; 

LISA NGUYEN, MD; 

MARYAM OSSI, MD; 

WILLIAM PRUITT, MD; 

MICHELE A. MARKLEY, MD; 

NICOLL OSUNA, RN; 

JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, RN; 

MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW; 

TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW; 

 

Defendants. 

______________________________/ 

 

 

 

 

COMPLAINT 

 
 

Plaintiff, ERIN JESUS as next friend, natural mother and guardian of her minor son 

ELIJAH JESUS, through undersigned counsel, sue the Defendants, NORTH BROWARD 

HOSPITAL DISTRICT d/b/a BROWARD HEALTH MEDICAL CENTER; PEDIATRIX 

MEDICAL GROUP OF FLORIDA, INC., JAQUELINE MACHADO, MD; LISA NGUYEN, 

MD; MARYAM OSSI, MD; WILLIAM PRUITT, MD; MICHELE A. MARKLEY, MD; 

NICOLL OSUNA, RN; JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, RN; MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW; and 

TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW and allege as follows: 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. This is an action for damages in excess of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000), 

exclusive of costs, interest, and attorney’s fees, within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

2. Venue is proper in Broward County, Florida, because the causes of action accrued 

in Broward County at Broward Health Medical Center, where the subject events occurred, and 

because one or more defendants reside and conduct business in Broward County. 

PARTIES 

3. Plaintiff ERIN JESUS is a natural person, and the natural mother and legal guardian 

of her minor son, ELIJAH JESUS, who was twelve months old at the time of the incident. 

4. Defendant NORTH BROWARD HOSPITAL DISTRICT d/b/a BROWARD 

HEALTH ("Broward Health") is an independent special hospital district created under Florida law, 

doing business in Broward County, Florida, and operating Broward Health Medical Center. 

5. Defendant PEDIATRIX MEDICAL GROUP OF FLORIDA, INC. ("Pediatrix") is 

a professional medical group authorized to do business in Florida, employing Defendant Dr. 

JAQUELINE Machado and other physicians. Pediatrix is vicariously liable for the acts of its 

agents, including Machado. 

6. Defendant JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D. is a physician licensed in Florida, 

practicing through Pediatrix, and was an attending physician at Broward Health Medical Center at 

the time of the events in question. 

7. Defendants LISA NGUYEN, M.D., MARYAM OSSI, M.D., WILLIAM PRUITT, 

M.D., MICHELE A. MARKLEY, M.D., NICOLL OSUNA, R.N., JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, 

R.N., MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW, and TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW were each employed by 

or affiliated with Broward Health and directly involved in the events giving rise to this action. 
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8. Defendant JACQUELINE MACHADO, M.D., is sued in her individual capacity. 

At all times material, Dr. Machado was a physician licensed in Florida, employed by or contracting 

with Pediatrix, and providing services at Broward Health. Dr. Machado was not an agent or 

employee of Broward Health but was acting within the course and scope of her employment or 

contract with Pediatrix. 

9. Each other individual physician Defendant was at all times material licensed to 

practice medicine in Florida, employed by Broward Health, and acted with willful, wanton, or 

reckless disregard for the rights of Plaintiff, taking their conduct outside the scope of § 768.28 

sovereign immunity protection. 

10. Each nurse, doctor and social worker Defendant was at all times material employed 

by Broward Health and acted with willful, wanton, or reckless disregard for the rights of Plaintiff, 

taking their conduct outside the scope of § 768.28 sovereign immunity protection. 

PRESUIT COMPLIANCE 

11. Plaintiff has complied with all conditions precedent to the filing of this action under 

Chapter 766, Florida Statutes and FS 768.28. 

COMMON FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

12. On September 13, 2023, EMS transported Plaintiff’s minor son, ELIJAH JESUS, 

then twelve months old, to Broward Health Medical Center in critical condition. 

13. Elijah presented with altered mental status, Glasgow Coma Score of 3, and acute 

hypoxic respiratory failure. 

14. Initial toxicology screening performed prior to any hospital-administered sedation 

was negative for fentanyl. 
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15. At 22:45 EDT on September 13, 2023, Defendant LISA NGUYEN, M.D., entered 

an order for a fentanyl infusion as part of standing PICU sedation protocols for possible intubation. 

16. Although the order was later canceled, the drug remained available in the hospital’s 

Pyxis medication system. 

17. On September 14, 2023, Defendant NICOLL OSUNA, R.N., while flushing and 

removing Elijah’s IV, inadvertently administered fentanyl from the standing order. 

18. Immediately following the inadvertent administration, Elijah became unresponsive, 

developed pinpoint pupils, and desaturated to 60%. 

19. At approximately 06:31 EDT on September 14, 2023, nursing notes documented: 

“Pt desatted to 60%. Pt unresponsive… Narcan x1.” 

20. At approximately 07:23 EDT, Elijah was administered Naloxone (Narcan) by 

nursing staff, which resulted in immediate reversal of his respiratory depression and neurologic 

decline. 

21. A toxicology screen at 11:40 EDT on September 14, 2023, returned positive for 

fentanyl. 

22. Despite clear evidence of fentanyl administration by hospital personnel, Defendants 

engaged in coordinated efforts to conceal this fact. 

23. Between September 14 and September 18, 2023, multiple Defendants authored, 

signed, or co-signed progress notes falsely stating: “tox screen positive for fentanyl. no 

documentation of fentanyl given during hospital admission.” 

24. Defendant JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D., serving as PICU attending, reviewed 

and signed notes containing this false narrative. 
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25. Defendant WILLIAM PRUITT, M.D., authored notes on September 17 and 18, 

2023, repeating the same false statement denying fentanyl administration. 

26. Defendant MICHELE A. MARKLEY, M.D., authored an addendum on September 

18, 2023, also reaffirming the false denial of fentanyl administration. 

27. Defendant MARYAM OSSI, M.D., authored and co-signed notes that incorporated 

the same false statement and entered an order for continuous Naloxone infusion at 07:17 EDT on 

September 14, 2023. 

28. Defendant JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, R.N., reviewed and verified Ossi’s 

Naloxone infusion order. 

29. Defendants MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW, and TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW, 

transmitted Elijah’s positive fentanyl toxicology and other records to DCF Child Protective 

Investigator Patricia Espinoza and to the State Attorney’s Office, without disclosing that fentanyl 

had been administered by hospital staff. 

30. These false reports reinforced a narrative that Plaintiff ERIN JESUS was 

responsible for Elijah’s fentanyl exposure. 

31. As a direct result of these false reports, Plaintiff ERIN JESUS was arrested on 

felony child abuse charges. 

32. Erin endured public humiliation, loss of reputation, and was subjected to a no-

contact order with her child, depriving her of parental rights for a period of time. 

33. Audit trails, Pyxis reports, and chart entries confirm fentanyl was ordered, 

dispensed, and administered by Broward Health staff during Elijah’s admission. 

34. These audit trails also show subsequent alteration and deletion of medical record 

entries to conceal the hospital’s error. 
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35. The actions of Defendants, individually and in concert, constituted a deliberate 

cover-up designed to shift blame to Erin and shield themselves and Broward Health from liability. 

36. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ conduct, Elijah endured a life-

threatening fentanyl overdose, respiratory depression, pain, and trauma. 

37. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ conduct, Erin endured wrongful 

arrest, prosecution, reputational harm, severe emotional distress, and economic damages. 

COUNT I – MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE (Against NORTH BROWARD HOSPITAL 
DISTRICT d/b/a BROWARD HEALTH) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37 as though fully set forth herein. 

38. At all times material, Defendant BROWARD HEALTH owed Elijah Jesus a duty 

to provide medical care and treatment in accordance with the prevailing professional standard of 

care for hospitals and health care facilities under §766.102, Fla. Stat. 

39. That duty included, but was not limited to: (a) properly prescribing, dispensing, and 

administering medications; (b) timely monitoring Elijah for adverse reactions; (c) maintaining 

accurate and truthful medical records; (d) supervising residents, nurses, and staff; and (e) 

complying with statutory risk management and patient safety obligations under §766.110, Fla. 

Stat. 

40. Defendant BROWARD HEALTH breached its duties by allowing fentanyl to 

remain active in Elijah’s record, by failing to prevent its inadvertent administration, by failing to 

document the overdose truthfully, and by permitting alteration of records and dissemination of 

false reports. 

41. As a direct and proximate result of these breaches, Elijah sustained a fentanyl 

overdose, respiratory depression, and medical trauma; Erin suffered wrongful arrest, reputational 

harm, emotional distress, and economic damages. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT II – MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE (Against JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

42. At all times material, Defendant JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D., as Elijah’s 

attending physician, owed a duty to provide medical care consistent with the prevailing 

professional standards of care under §766.102, Fla. Stat. 

43. MACHADO breached her duty by failing to supervise the safe prescribing and 

administration of fentanyl, failing to timely recognize opioid toxicity, signing off on false records, 

and allowing the cover-up narrative to proceed. 

44. As a direct and proximate result, Elijah and Erin sustained the damages described 

above. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 
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COUNT III – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

45. MACHADO acted with reckless disregard and conscious indifference to Elijah’s 

safety and Erin’s rights by failing to prevent the fentanyl overdose, endorsing false documentation, 

and perpetuating a cover-up that resulted in Erin’s wrongful arrest. 

46. Her conduct constituted gross negligence under Florida law. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT IV – DEFAMATION (Against JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

47. MACHADO authored, signed, and published false statements in medical records 

and to third parties, including DCF and the State Attorney’s Office, that Erin exposed Elijah to 

fentanyl.  

48. These false statements were  unprivileged, made with actual  and express malice, 

were defamatory per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin 

reputational harm and arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 
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c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT V – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against JAQUELINE 
MACHADO, M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

49. MACHADO intentionally and maliciously provided false information to law 

enforcement and DCF, which directly led to Erin’s arrest without probable cause. 

50. Erin was unlawfully restrained and deprived of her liberty as a direct result. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT VI – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D.) 
 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

51. MACHADO caused or contributed to the initiation of criminal proceedings against 

Erin by perpetuating false records and statements. 

52. The prosecution was commenced and continued without probable cause and 

terminated in Erin’s favor. 

53. MACHADO acted with malice, intending to shield herself and Broward Health 

from liability. 
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54. As a direct result, Erin suffered loss of liberty, reputational damage, emotional 

distress, and financial losses. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT VII – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

55. MACHADO misused DCF and law enforcement reporting processes not for their 

legitimate purpose of protecting a child, but to conceal the hospital’s liability for Elijah’s fentanyl 

overdose. 

56. This perversion of legal process directly caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and 

damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT VIII – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 
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57. MACHADO’s conduct — knowingly allowing a toddler to be overdosed, endorsing 

false documentation, and falsely accusing Erin of felony child abuse — was outrageous and 

beyond the bounds of decency. 

58. Such conduct was intended to cause, or recklessly disregarded the near certainty of 

causing, severe emotional distress. 

59. As a direct and proximate result, Erin and Elijah suffered severe distress, 

humiliation, trauma, and damage to their family relationship. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT IX – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–191. 

60. MACHADO entered into an agreement with other Defendants, including residents, 

nurses, and social workers, to conceal Elijah’s fentanyl overdose and falsely implicate Erin. 

61. In furtherance of this conspiracy, MACHADO authored, adopted, and ratified false 

medical records and supported false reports to DCF and law enforcement. 

62. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest and prosecution, Elijah’s 

medical trauma, and Plaintiff’s damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 
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b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT X – VICARIOUS LIABILITY (Against PEDIATRIX MEDICAL GROUP) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37 and 42-62. 

63. At all times material, Defendant PEDIATRIX MEDICAL GROUP employed 

Defendant JAQUELINE MACHADO, M.D., and acted through her within the course and scope 

of her employment and agency. 

64. Under the doctrine of respondeat superior, Pediatrix is vicariously liable for the 

wrongful acts and omissions of Machado committed during her employment, including 

negligence, gross negligence, defamation, false arrest, malicious prosecution, abuse of process, 

intentional infliction of emotional distress, and conspiracy. 

65. As a direct and proximate result, Plaintiff suffered the injuries and damages 

previously described. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XI – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against LISA NGUYEN, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 
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66. Nguyen’s conduct — ordering fentanyl without safeguards and participating in 

false recordkeeping — constituted reckless disregard and conscious indifference to Elijah’s safety 

and Erin’s rights. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XII – DEFAMATION (Against LISA NGUYEN, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

67. Nguyen authored, confirmed, or adopted false medical records stating that fentanyl 

was not administered by hospital staff. 

68. These false statements were  unprivileged, made with actual  and express malice, 

were defamatory per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin 

reputational harm and arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 
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COUNT XIII – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against LISA NGUYEN, 
M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

69. Nguyen intentionally provided false information that directly caused Erin’s arrest 

without probable cause. 

70. As a result, Erin was unlawfully restrained and deprived of liberty. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XIV – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against LISA NGUYEN, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

71. Nguyen contributed to the initiation and continuation of criminal proceedings 

against Erin by perpetuating false statements. 

72. The proceedings were commenced without probable cause, terminated in Erin’s 

favor, and caused Erin loss of liberty, reputational harm, emotional distress, and financial damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 
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COUNT XV – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against LISA NGUYEN, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

73. Nguyen misused DCF and law enforcement reporting processes not for their 

legitimate purpose of child protection, but to deflect liability from herself and Broward Health. 

74. This perversion of legal process directly caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and 

damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XVI – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
LISA NGUYEN, M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

75. Nguyen’s actions — ordering fentanyl without safeguards, denying its 

administration, and implicating Erin in child abuse — were outrageous, beyond all bounds of 

decency, and intended or substantially certain to cause severe emotional distress. 

76. As a direct and proximate result, Erin and Elijah suffered humiliation, trauma, and 

lasting emotional injury. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 



16 

 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XVII – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against LISA NGUYEN, M.D.) 

77. Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–191.  

78. Nguyen entered into an agreement with other Defendants, including physicians, 

nurses, and social workers, to conceal Elijah’s fentanyl overdose and falsely accuse Erin. 

79. In furtherance of this conspiracy, Nguyen authored or confirmed false records, 

endorsed false narratives, and supported false reports to DCF and law enforcement. 

80. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest and prosecution, Elijah’s 

medical trauma, and Plaintiff’s damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XVIII – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against MARYAM OSSI, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

81. Ossi’s conduct — perpetuating false medical documentation and failing to disclose 

fentanyl administration — demonstrated reckless disregard and conscious indifference to Elijah’s 

safety and Erin’s rights. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 
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b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XIX – DEFAMATION (Against MARYAM OSSI, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

82. Ossi authored, co-signed, or confirmed false statements in Elijah’s medical record 

stating fentanyl was not given, when in fact it had been administered by hospital staff. 

83. These false statements were  unprivileged, made with actual  and express malice, 

were defamatory per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin 

reputational harm and arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah. 

84. WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XX – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against MARYAM OSSI, 
M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

85. Ossi intentionally or recklessly supplied false information to DCF and law 

enforcement that directly caused Erin’s arrest without probable cause. 

86. Erin was unlawfully restrained and deprived of liberty as a direct result. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 
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a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXI – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against MARYAM OSSI, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

87. Ossi contributed to the initiation and continuation of criminal proceedings against 

Erin by perpetuating false notes and omissions. 

88. These proceedings were commenced without probable cause, terminated in Erin’s 

favor, and caused Erin loss of liberty, reputational harm, and emotional distress. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXII – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against MARYAM OSSI, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

89. Ossi misused DCF and law enforcement reporting processes not to protect Elijah, 

but to deflect liability from herself and Broward Health. 

90. This perversion of process caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 
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a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXIII – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
MARYAM OSSI, M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

91. Ossi’s actions — co-authoring false documentation, concealing fentanyl 

administration, and supporting prosecution of Erin — were outrageous and beyond the bounds of 

decency. 

92. Such conduct was intended, or recklessly disregarded the near certainty, to cause 

severe emotional distress. 

93. As a direct result, Erin and Elijah suffered humiliation, trauma, and lasting 

emotional injury. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 
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COUNT XXIV – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against MARYAM OSSI, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1-191. 

94. Ossi entered into an agreement with other Defendants, including physicians, nurses, 

and social workers, to conceal Elijah’s fentanyl overdose and falsely accuse Erin. 

95. In furtherance of this conspiracy, Ossi co-authored false notes and endorsed false 

narratives communicated to DCF and law enforcement. 

96. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest, Elijah’s injury, and 

Plaintiff’s damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXV – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against WILLIAM PRUITT, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

97. Pruitt’s conduct in authoring knowingly false notes demonstrated reckless disregard 

for Elijah’s safety and Erin’s rights. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  
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e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXVI – DEFAMATION (Against WILLIAM PRUITT, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

98. Pruitt published false statements in Elijah’s medical records that fentanyl was not 

administered by hospital staff. 

99. These false statements were made with actual  and express malice, were defamatory 

per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin reputational harm and 

arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah.. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXVII – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against WILLIAM 
PRUITT, M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

100. Pruitt’s false notes were relied upon by DCF and law enforcement and directly 

contributed to Erin’s arrest without probable cause. 

101. As a result, Erin was unlawfully restrained and deprived of her liberty. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 
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d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXVIII – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against WILLIAM PRUITT, M.D.) 
 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

102. Pruitt’s knowingly false notes were used to initiate and continue criminal 

proceedings against Erin. 

103. These proceedings were commenced without probable cause, terminated in Erin’s 

favor, and caused her reputational, emotional, and financial damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXIX – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against WILLIAM PRUITT, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

104. Pruitt misused official processes by creating false notes to deflect liability from the 

hospital and shift blame to Erin. 

105. This perversion of process directly caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 
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d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXX – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
WILLIAM PRUITT, M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

106. Pruitt’s actions — knowingly creating false documentation that framed a mother 

for poisoning her child — were outrageous, beyond the bounds of decency, and intended, or 

certain, to cause severe emotional distress. 

107. As a direct result, Erin and Elijah suffered humiliation, trauma, and lasting 

emotional injury. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXI – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against WILLIAM PRUITT, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–191. 

108. Pruitt entered into an agreement with other Defendants to conceal Elijah’s fentanyl 

overdose and falsely implicate Erin. 

109. In furtherance of this conspiracy, Pruitt authored multiple false notes denying 

fentanyl administration, which were relied upon by DCF and SAO. 

110. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest and prosecution, Elijah’s 

injury, and Plaintiff’s damages. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXII – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against MICHELE A. MARKLEY, M.D.) 
 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

111. Markley’s conduct in knowingly creating a false addendum to conceal hospital-

administered fentanyl constituted reckless disregard for Elijah’s safety and Erin’s rights. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXIII – DEFAMATION (Against MICHELE A. MARKLEY, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

112. Markley published false statements in Elijah’s medical record denying fentanyl 

administration. 

113. These false statements were made with actual  and express malice, were defamatory 

per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin reputational harm and 

arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXIV – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against MICHELE A. 
MARKLEY, M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

114. Markley’s false addendum was relied upon by DCF and SAO and directly 

contributed to Erin’s arrest without probable cause. 

115. As a result, Erin was unlawfully restrained and deprived of her liberty. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXV – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against MICHELE A. MARKLEY, 
M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

116. Markley’s knowingly false addendum was used to initiate and continue criminal 

proceedings against Erin. 
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117. These proceedings were commenced without probable cause, terminated in Erin’s 

favor, and caused reputational, emotional, and economic damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXVI – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against MICHELE A. MARKLEY, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

118. Markley misused the medical record and reporting process by creating a false 

addendum to conceal hospital negligence and implicate Erin. 

119. This perversion of process directly caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXVII – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
MICHELE A. MARKLEY, M.D.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 
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120. Markley’s conduct — creating a false addendum to shift blame for fentanyl 

exposure onto a child’s mother — was outrageous, beyond the bounds of decency, and intended, 

or certain, to cause severe emotional distress. 

121. As a direct result, Erin and Elijah suffered humiliation, trauma, and lasting 

emotional injury. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXVIII – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against MICHELE A. MARKLEY, M.D.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–191. 

122. Markley entered into an agreement with other Defendants to conceal Elijah’s 

fentanyl overdose and falsely implicate Erin. 

123. In furtherance of this conspiracy, Markley authored a false addendum denying 

fentanyl administration. 

124. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest and prosecution, Elijah’s 

injury, and Plaintiff’s damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 
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d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XXXIX – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against NICOLL OSUNA, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

125. At all times material, Defendant NICOLL OSUNA, R.N., as Elijah’s assigned 

nurse, owed a duty of care consistent with nursing standards. 

126. On September 14, 2023, Osuna flushed and removed Elijah’s IV, inadvertently 

administering fentanyl remaining from the order placed by Nguyen. 

127. Osuna documented at 06:31 EDT that Elijah was unresponsive and desaturated to 

60%. 

128. Although Osuna was aware of Elijah’s fentanyl overdose, she failed to document 

or report the true cause and later participated in concealing hospital responsibility. 

129. Osuna’s conduct demonstrated reckless disregard for Elijah’s safety and Erin’s 

rights. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XL – DEFAMATION (Against NICOLL OSUNA, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 
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130. Osuna authored or contributed to records falsely implying that Elijah’s fentanyl 

exposure was unexplained or attributable to external causes rather than hospital administration. 

131. These false statements were made with actual  and express malice, were defamatory 

per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin reputational harm and 

arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XLI – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against NICOLL OSUNA, 
R.N.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

132. Osuna’s false or misleading documentation contributed to the arrest of Erin without 

probable cause. 

133. Erin was unlawfully restrained and deprived of liberty as a direct result. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 
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COUNT XLII – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against NICOLL OSUNA, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

134. Osuna’s documentation and participation in concealing fentanyl administration 

contributed to the initiation and continuation of criminal proceedings against Erin. 

135. The proceedings were commenced without probable cause, terminated in Erin’s 

favor, and caused her emotional, reputational, and financial damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XLIII – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against NICOLL OSUNA, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

136. Osuna misused the medical record process by concealing fentanyl administration 

in order to shield hospital staff and implicate Erin. 

137. This perversion of process caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 
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COUNT XLIV – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
NICOLL OSUNA, R.N.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

138. Osuna’s conduct — inadvertently administering fentanyl to a toddler and then 

concealing the truth — was outrageous, beyond the bounds of decency, and intended, or certain, 

to cause severe emotional distress to Erin. 

139. As a direct result, Erin and Elijah suffered trauma, humiliation, and lasting 

emotional injury. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XLV – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against NICOLL OSUNA, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–191. 

140. Osuna entered into an agreement with other Defendants to conceal Elijah’s fentanyl 

overdose and to shift blame to Erin. 

141. In furtherance of this conspiracy, Osuna’s documentation omitted fentanyl 

administration and supported false narratives provided to DCF and SAO. 

142. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest and prosecution, Elijah’s 

injury, and Plaintiff’s damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 



32 

 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XLVI – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

143. At all times material, Defendant JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, R.N., owed Elijah a 

duty of care consistent with prevailing nursing standards. 

144. On September 14, 2023, Mundrean reviewed and verified Dr. Maryam Ossi’s order 

for continuous Naloxone infusion at 07:17 EDT. 

145. Although Mundrean was directly involved in Elijah’s care after the fentanyl 

overdose, she failed to properly document the circumstances of the overdose and instead 

participated in concealing the fentanyl administration. 

146. Mundrean’s actions demonstrated reckless disregard for Elijah’s safety and Erin’s 

rights. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XLVII – DEFAMATION (Against JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 
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147. Mundrean authored, confirmed, or adopted notes falsely omitting that fentanyl had 

been administered by hospital staff. 

148. These false statements were made with actual  and express malice, were defamatory 

per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin reputational harm and 

arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT XLVIII – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against JULIE ANN 
MUNDREAN, R.N.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

149. Mundrean’s false or misleading documentation contributed to Erin’s arrest without 

probable cause. 

150. As a result, Erin was unlawfully restrained and deprived of liberty. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 
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COUNT XLIX – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, 
R.N.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

151. Mundrean’s actions in concealing fentanyl administration contributed to the 

initiation and continuation of criminal proceedings against Erin. 

152. These proceedings were commenced without probable cause, terminated in Erin’s 

favor, and caused her reputational, emotional, and financial damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT L – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

153. Mundrean misused her role as a documenting nurse by concealing fentanyl 

administration to shield Broward Health staff and shift blame to Erin. 

154. This perversion of process caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 
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COUNT LI – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, R.N.) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

155. Mundrean’s conduct — knowingly omitting fentanyl administration from Elijah’s 

record and contributing to false accusations against Erin — was outrageous, beyond the bounds of 

decency, and intended, or certain, to cause severe emotional distress. 

156. As a direct result, Erin and Elijah suffered trauma, humiliation, and lasting 

emotional injury. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LII – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against JULIE ANN MUNDREAN, R.N.) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–191. 

157. Mundrean entered into an agreement with other Defendants to conceal Elijah’s 

fentanyl overdose and falsely implicate Erin. 

158. In furtherance of this conspiracy, Mundrean endorsed false documentation and 

supported false narratives communicated to DCF and SAO. 

159. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest and prosecution, Elijah’s 

injury, and Plaintiff’s damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 
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b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LIII – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

160. At all times material, Defendant MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW, owed Erin and 

Elijah a duty to act with reasonable care in her role as a licensed clinical social worker. 

161. On September 14, 2023, Goodman authored a note documenting Elijah’s positive 

fentanyl toxicology, which she transmitted to DCF and the State Attorney’s Office without 

disclosing that fentanyl had been administered by hospital staff. 

162. Goodman failed to verify the accuracy of the narrative she conveyed, and her 

omission of critical facts constituted reckless disregard for Erin’s rights. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LIV – DEFAMATION (Against MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

163. Goodman published false statements to DCF and the State Attorney’s Office 

implying that Erin was responsible for Elijah’s fentanyl exposure. 



37 

 

164. These false statements were made with actual  and express malice, were defamatory 

per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin reputational harm and 

arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LV – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against MAYCE 
GOODMAN, LCSW) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

165. Goodman’s false and misleading reports directly contributed to Erin’s arrest 

without probable cause. 

166. As a result, Erin was unlawfully restrained and deprived of liberty. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LVI – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW) 
 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 
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167. Goodman’s actions in transmitting false reports to DCF and SAO caused the 

initiation and continuation of criminal proceedings against Erin. 

168. These proceedings were commenced without probable cause, terminated in Erin’s 

favor, and caused her reputational, emotional, and financial damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LVII – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

169. Goodman misused her position as a hospital social worker by providing misleading 

information to DCF and SAO for the improper purpose of shielding Broward Health from liability. 

170. This perversion of process directly caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LVIII – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 
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171. Goodman’s conduct — publishing false reports that falsely accused Erin of 

poisoning her own child — was outrageous, beyond the bounds of decency, and intended, or 

certain, to cause severe emotional distress. 

172. As a direct result, Erin suffered humiliation, trauma, loss of parental rights, and 

lasting emotional injury. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LIX – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against MAYCE GOODMAN, LCSW) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–191. 

173. Goodman entered into an agreement with other Defendants to conceal Elijah’s 

fentanyl overdose and falsely implicate Erin. 

174. In furtherance of this conspiracy, Goodman authored and transmitted false reports 

to DCF and SAO, reinforcing a fabricated narrative. 

175. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest and prosecution, Elijah’s 

injury, and Plaintiff’s damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 
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d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LX – GROSS NEGLIGENCE (Against TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

176. At all times material, Defendant TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW, owed Erin and 

Elijah a duty to act with reasonable care in her role as a licensed clinical social worker. 

177. On September 15, 2023, Jones transmitted Elijah’s laboratory results and skeletal 

study to DCF Investigator Patricia Espinoza and SAO Melissa Kelly, reinforcing the false narrative 

that Erin was responsible for Elijah’s fentanyl exposure. 

178. Jones also communicated instructions to staff that Erin was not to have contact with 

her child and that police should be called if she attempted visitation. 

179. These actions demonstrated reckless disregard for Erin’s rights and Elijah’s best 

interests. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LXI – DEFAMATION (Against TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

180. Jones published false and misleading statements to DCF and SAO, asserting or 

implying that Erin exposed Elijah to fentanyl. 
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181. These false statements were made with actual  and express malice, were defamatory 

per se and published to third parties, including DCF and SAO, causing Erin reputational harm and 

arrest and temporary loss of custody of Elijah. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LXII – FALSE ARREST / FALSE IMPRISONMENT (Against TONI-ANNE 
JONES, LCSW) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

182. Jones’s false reports and directives directly contributed to Erin’s arrest without 

probable cause and her unlawful restraint. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LXIII – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION (Against TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW) 
 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

183. Jones’s false reports caused the initiation and continuation of criminal proceedings 

against Erin. 
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184. The proceedings were commenced without probable cause, terminated in Erin’s 

favor, and caused reputational, emotional, and financial damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LXIV – ABUSE OF PROCESS (Against TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 

185. Jones misused her authority as a social worker by providing false information and 

instructing staff to exclude Erin from Elijah’s care, not for child protection, but to conceal Broward 

Health’s liability. 

186. This perversion of process directly caused Erin’s arrest, prosecution, and damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LXV – INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS (Against 
TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW) 

 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–37. 
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187. Jones’s conduct — barring Erin from contact with her child and falsely accusing 

her of poisoning him — was outrageous, beyond the bounds of decency, and intended, or 

substantially certain, to cause severe emotional distress. 

188. As a direct result, Erin and Elijah suffered trauma, humiliation, separation, and 

lasting emotional injury. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 

d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

COUNT LXVI – CIVIL CONSPIRACY (Against TONI-ANNE JONES, LCSW) 

Plaintiff re-alleges and incorporate Paragraphs 1–188. 

189. Jones entered into an agreement with other Defendants to conceal Elijah’s fentanyl 

overdose and to falsely implicate Erin. 

190. In furtherance of this conspiracy, Jones transmitted false reports and instructed staff 

to exclude Erin from her son’s care. 

191. These overt acts directly caused Erin’s wrongful arrest and prosecution, Elijah’s 

injuries, and Plaintiff’s damages. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for; 

a. Judgment for damages in excess of $50,000.00; 

b. Cost of suit; 

c. Prejudgment interest where applicable; 
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d. Trial by a jury as to all issues so triable;  

e. Such other relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate. 

OMNIBUS PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in their favor 

and against Defendants, jointly and severally as permitted by law, and award: 

A.  Compensatory damages in excess of $50,000, including but not limited to: 

1. Medical damages (Elijah): past and future medical expenses, pain and 

suffering, and diminished quality of life; 

2. Emotional and psychological damages (Erin and Elijah): severe mental 

anguish, trauma, humiliation, and loss of familial integrity; 

3. Reputational damages (Erin): loss of standing in the community, public 

humiliation, and stigma of false criminal accusations; 

4. Economic damages (Erin): lost wages, loss of employment opportunities, 

attorney’s fees, and costs incurred in defending against criminal prosecution. 

B.  Prejudgment and post-judgment interest as permitted by law; 

C.  Taxable costs of this action; 

D.  Attorney’s fees where recoverable by statute or common law; and 

E.  Such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

DATED: September 5, 2025. 
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WINSTON LAW FIRM 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

2924 Davie Road, Suite 201 

Davie, FL 33314 

Tel: (954) 475-9666 

Fax: (954) 475-2279 

  
By:___________________________________ 

Bradley Winston 

Fla. Bar No. 766208 

Email: bwinston@winstonlaw.com 

bfeder@winstonlaw.com 

lwheaton@winstonlaw.com 
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